
 

Zimbabwe 
Cape & Kruger - Victoria Falls Extension 

3rd June to 6th June 2022 (4 days) 

 
Victoria Falls by Glen Valentine 

 

Our Victoria Falls Extension takes us to the world famous falls, rightly considered one of the Seven 

Natural Wonders of the World. We will also enjoy fantastic birding at our exclusive lodge on the 

Zambezi river floodplain. We will have ample time to explore this wilderness with drives in our open 

safari vehicles and sunset cruises on the massive river in search of our targets. Okavango delta 

specials reach their eastern limit here and targets on this brief yet thoroughly recommended 

adventure include Slaty Egret, Rufous-bellied Heron, the huge Coppery-tailed Coucal, Hartlaub's 

Babbler, White-crowned Lapwing, Swamp and Pennant-winged Nightjars, Racket-tailed Roller, 

African Skimmer, Rock Pratincole, Schalow’s Turaco, Bradfield’s Hornbill and the rare Shelley’s 

Sunbird. Colonies of Southern Carmine Bee-eaters nesting on the banks of the river are defintely 

worth a visit, especially in the warm light of the famous African sunset. Our luxurious lodge will be 

a great base to explore the riches surrounding us and chances of finding some iconic African 

mammals will keep us on our toes. 
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THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 

 

VICTORIA FALLS EXTENSION 

Day 1 Arrival in Victoria Falls, transfer to Zambezi NP 

Days 2 & 3 Zambezi National Park 

Day 4 Transfer from Zambezi NP to Victoria Falls for final departure 

 

TOUR MAP 
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THE TOUR IN DETAIL… 
 

Day 1: Arrival in Victoria Falls, 

transfer to Zambezi NP.  Upon 

arriving in Victoria Fall’s airport, we 

will transfer to the spectacular Victoria 

Falls. Rightly considered to be one of 

the Seven Natural Wonders of the 

World, the falls are a spectacular 

curtain of cataracts formed by the 

mighty Zambezi River, as it plunges 

thunderously into the gorge 300 feet 

below. Never far from its earth-moving 

grumble, we shall scan the river islands 

for roosting Rock Pratincoles, while a 

search of the small patch of ‘rain forest’ 

(formed by the falls' perpetual spray) 

may turn up such tropical species as 

Trumpeter Hornbill, Schalow’s Turaco, 

the attractive African Emerald Cuckoo, 

the vocal White-browed Robin-Chat and attractive and melodic Collared Palm Thrush.  

 

Leaving the mighty falls behind, we will then transfer to our wonderful lodge near the border with 

Botswana, Namibia and Zambia, keeping a lookout for Racket-tailed Roller, Bradfield’s Hornbill, 

Southern Pied Babbler and Long-tailed and Broad-tailed Paradise Whydahs en route. Finally, we will 

arrive at our well-appointed safari lodge situated on the banks of the Zambezi River and our delightful 

home for the next three nights! With a waterhole right in front of the lodge and a view over the river 

from each stone-and-thatch unit, we will be sure to take time to enjoy the spectacular and comfortable 

surroundings. Not to mention the animals and birds that wander into the lodge's unfenced grounds! 

 

Days 2 & 3: Zambezi National Park.  Set in a private concession bordering the Chobe Forest 

Reserve complete with 14 kilometres of Zambezi River frontage, our lodge is a haven for waterbirds 

and home to all of the Okavango Delta species, here found at the eastern edge of their distribution. 

During our time here, we will embark on boat trips along the Zambezi River and games drives into 

the surrounding Zambezi National Park. 

  

Drifting along slowly, soaking in the 

wonderful sights and sounds of the African 

wilderness, we will be on the lookout for the 

many avian specialties that inhabit this bird-

rich area. While meandering through the 

floodplain dominated by Papyrus beds, 

Phragmites reeds and flooded grass and 

sedge we hope to find Rufous-bellied Heron, 

the elusive and localized Slaty Egret, 

Collared Pratincole, White-crowned and 

Long-toed Lapwings, Allen’s Gallinule, 

Lesser Moorhen, the miniscule Lesser 

Jacana, gigantic Coppery-tailed Coucal, 

Luapula and Chirping Cisticolas, Greater and 

Lesser Swamp Warblers, the boldly-coloured 

Schalow’s Turacos by Adam Riley 

Rock Pratincole by Markus Lilje 
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African Pygmy Goose and with some luck 

Rosy-throated Longclaw, Wattled Crane, the 

scarce and nocturnal White-backed Night 

Heron and much-desired Pel’s Fishing Owl.  

 

Swamp Boubou, Collared Palm Thrush, 

Brown Firefinch, Senegal Coucal and 

Hartlaub’s Babbler can be seen right around 

the lodge and favour riverside thickets. 

Areas of more open water and sandbanks 

along the river are home to migratory 

African Skimmers that make their way down 

from central Africa to breed here in summer.  

 

During our rewarding and relaxing boat trips 

we may also encounter an array of exciting 

mammals that could include Giraffe, Plains Zebra, Impala, Greater Kudu, Hippopotamus and herds 

of muscular African Buffalo and giant African Elephant. Troops of Vervet and Chacma Baboons 

roam playfully in the riverine woodland and we may even encounter Cape Clawless and Spotted-

necked Otters feeding in the river. We can also expect to see good numbers of impressive Nile 

Crocodile basking in the sun on the sand banks.  

 

At dusk we can enjoy sundowners at the edge of the river, an idyllic spot indeed, watching as hundreds 

of birds begin to move around between their feeding and roosting grounds. We might also encounter 

a Bat Hawk hunting overhead or perhaps African Hobby. 

 

During our stay we will also take a night-drive in the hopes of seeing Common and Central African 

Large-spotted Genets, White-tailed Mongoose, Springhare, Wild Cat, Southern Lesser Galago and 

African Savanna Hare, amongst many other rarer species like Serval, Side-striped Jackal, African 

Civet, Cape Porcupine, Striped Polecat (Zorilla), Honey Badger (Ratel) and Selous’ Mongoose. 

Several species of owl and nightjar are 

also possible including the rare Swamp 

Nightjar, which may be found on the 

floodplain itself, as well as African Wood 

Owl and the tiny African Barred Owlet. 

 

Day 4: Transfer from Zambezi NP to 

Victoria Falls for final departure.  After 

some early morning birding and a 

scrumptious breakfast, we will begin our 

drive back to Victoria Falls. We may 

encounter a number of raptors along the 

short drive including African Harrier-

Hawk and even the elusive Dickinson’s 

Kestrel and African Cuckoo-Hawk before 

reaching the airport where the tour will 

conclude. 

 

 

 

Pel’s Fishing Owl by Adam Riley 

Slaty Egret by Marius Coetzee 
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FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

Tour dates, prices, single supplement rates, approximate flight costs and spaces available for this 

tour are displayed on our website. Please see under IMPORTANT NOTES below. 

 

This includes: 

• All meals from lunch on day 1 to breakfast on day 4; 

• All lodgings; 

• Ground transportation; 

• Reserve entrance fees; 

• Extra activities as mentioned in the itinerary; and  

• All guiding services (including tips for local guides and services). 

 

The tour fee does not include: 

• Visa fees; 

• ANY flights (see above); 

• Any drinks; 

• Special gratuities; and 

• Telephone calls, laundry and other items of a personal nature. 

 

Single Supplement: The single supplement cost for this tour will be charged if you wish to have single 

accommodation. If RBL cannot provide you with a rooming partner for these nights although you 

choose to share, the single supplement will become applicable. We will make all reasonable efforts to 

ensure that a rooming partner is found if you do wish to share. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

a) Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour 

price is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other 

currencies listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final 

invoicing (usually 4 months before the tour.) The same applies to approximate flight and single 

supplement rates, which are also quoted in the respective fixed currency. 

b) Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration a small 

party supplement will have to be charged.  

c) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may 

have to be adjusted as a result.  

d) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the designated Rockjumper 

leader at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will 

attempt to adhere as close to the original program as possible. 

 

Tipping: As noted above, gratuities (drivers, hotel staff, restaurants etc.) are included on this tour. 

However, this does NOT include your Rockjumper leader. If, therefore, you feel that he has given 

you excellent service, it is entirely appropriate to tip him.  
 

Special Notes: 

• Much of our time is spent in vehicles, as we do have to cover long distances in order to get to 

the best areas for birds and animals. The more luggage you pack the less room there is in the 

vehicle, so it is important for the comfort of yourself and your fellow travellers that you do 

not over-pack. Kindly stick to 20kg (44lb) for check in luggage and 8kg (+-18lb) for hand 

luggage.  

• Exiting the vehicle is prohibited in all areas and parks that contain dangerous animals.  
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• Winter and Autumn in southern Africa provide variable weather conditions. The Western 

Cape receives a few Atlantic storms every winter that cause rough seas, wet weather and 

windy, cold conditions. In the east, clear sunny skies are the norm, with mornings and 

evenings getting cold – especially on open game drive vehicles. 

• Crime is problematic in certain areas of South Africa. Exercise caution as you would for any 

big city where crime exists. Do not unnecessarily flaunt cash and valuables and do not leave 

valuables exposed in the vehicle.  

 

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DETAILS: 

This tour does not include ANY airfares. The Victoria Falls Extension will begin in Victoria Falls, 

Zimbabwe on day 1 of the tour at +- 14:00, please arrive in advance of this time. The tour will 

conclude by mid-morning on day 4 at Victoria Falls Airport. Please do not book your international 

flights before 13:00. 

 

The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and 

departure information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been 

officially confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this 

regard, kindly contact the Rockjumper office. 

 

FLIGHT DETAILS:  

Victoria Falls Airport (IATA: VFA) is serviced by a small number of International Airlines (Airlink, 

Ethiopian Airlines, Kenya Airways and South African Airways), most of whom travel via 

Johannesburg. Please DO NOT book any flights until you have consulted the Rockjumper office 

for confirmation on the status of the tour. 


